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Literature Alliance Scotland submission of 9 June 2017 
 
We have previously written on behalf of Literature Alliance Scotland to the Public 
Petitions Committee in support of petition PE1581 (Save Scotland’s School 
Libraries), and would like to submit our latest response below. 
 
We welcome the positive comments from Deputy First Minister and Cabinet 
Secretary for Education and Skills, John Swinney MSP, at the meeting of 20 April 
2017, on his intention to formulate a National Strategy for Scotland’s School 
Libraries.  
 
As Mr Swinney highlighted at this meeting, a professionally staffed school library 
plays a vital role in the lives of our nation’s young people, making a positive 
impact on education by improving literacy in all subjects and raising attainment 
across the curriculum. 
 
Now that the Scottish Government has made this commitment to deliver a 
National School Library Strategy, we write to seek further clarification from the 
Deputy First Minister on the timescale for action, including detail on the Strategy’s 
development and delivery and the organisations to be involved in consultation. 
Literature Alliance Scotland also fully supports the petitioner’s proposal for 
National Standards to be established as part of a National Strategy.  
 
Further, we endorse the offer from CILIPS, the Institute representing Scotland’s 
Library and Information Professionals and one of our members, to be involved 
with the development of a National Strategy and associated Standards and urge 
the Deputy First Minister to move forward in creating the Strategy at the earliest 
possible opportunity.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Literature Alliance Scotland 
Membership at June 2017 

 
MEMBERS 

 Association for Scottish Literary Studies (ASLS) 
 Association of Scottish Literary Agents (ASLA) 
 Bookdonors CIC 
 CILIPS (Chartered Institute of Library and Information Professionals in 

Scotland) 
 Edinburgh International Book Festival 
 Edinburgh UNESCO City of Literature Trust 
 The Gaelic Books Council 
 Moniack Mhor 
 National Library of Scotland 
 Peter Pan Moat Brae Trust 
 Playwrights’ Studio Scotland 
 Publishing Scotland 
 The Saltire Society 
 Scottish Book Trust 
 Scottish Language Dictionaries 
 Scottish Library and Information Council (SLIC) 
 SLAM (Scottish Literary and Arts Magazines) 
 Scottish Society of Playwrights 
 Scottish PEN 
 Scottish Poetry Library 
 Scottish Storytelling Forum 
 Scottish Writers Centre 
 Society of Authors in Scotland 
 Universities Committee for Scottish Literature 
 Wigtown Festival Company  
 Writers’ Guild of Great Britain (Scottish Region) 

 
NETWORK ASSOCIATES 

 Emergents CIC 
 Florida Statue Universities Library 
 Indie Authors World 
 Royal Botanic Gardens Edinburgh 
 The Poetry Association of Scotland 

 


